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PARrRT ITITI: C ONFLICT IN E UROTPE

NAGORNO KARABAKH-ARMENIA-AZERBAIJAN

After the Russian Empire took control of the Caucasus region in 1813, Azerbaijani Turks
began to emigrate from Karabakh while the Armenian population of mountainous
Nagorno Karabakh grew. In 1923, after the Bolshevik takeover of the Caucasus, Nagorno
Karabakh (NK) was made an autonomous region within the Azerbaijani Soviet Republic.
Soviet control temporarily quieted ethnic tensions. Before the recent conflict, Nagorno
Karabakh was comprised of mainly ethnic Armenian population, the remaining one
third was of ethnic Azeri. In 1988 a war of succession from Azerbaijan started in
Nagorno Karabakh with the involvement of Armenia. In May 1992, Armenian forces
seized Susha (the historical, Azerbaijani-populated capital of the region) and Lachin
(thereby linking NK to Armenia). By October 1993 Armenian forces occupied almost
all of NK, Lachin and large areas in southwestern Azerbaijan. Over 30,000 people were
killed in the fighting from 1992 to 1994. As Armenian forces advanced, 1 million Azeri
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) fled to other parts of Azerbaijan, most of them still
living today in camps for displaced people. The fighting raged until May 1994, when
a ceasefire was signed in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, mediated by Russia. Mediation efforts
are carried out under the auspices of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE). In 1992, the OSCE initiated the Minsk Conference for a peaceful
resolution to the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. Currently, the Minsk Conference is co-
chaired by France, Russia and the United States. The working body of the OSCE Minsk
Conference is the Minsk Group, which includes USA, France, Russia, Poland, Finland,
Denmark, Norway, Italy, Belarus, Austria, Germany, Sweden and Turkey. By the
initiative of the Minsk Group, the presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan meet regularly
and hold bilateral peace negotiations. In 1993 the UN Security Council adopted four
resolutions (822, 853, 874 and 884), calling for the cessation of hostilities, unimpeded
access for international humanitarian relief efforts, and the eventual deployment of
a peacekeeping force in the region. The UN resolution also called for the immediate
withdrawal of all Armenian forces from the occupied territories of Azerbaijan.
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INAGORNO KARABAKH-ARMENIA-AZERBAIJAN ]

1. When did Nagorno Karabakh obtain autonomous status¢
a) 1980 b) 1944 c) 1923
2. What is the main international organisation which takes an active part in
the mediation and peace process in Nagorno Karabakh conflict¢
a) UN b) OSCE ¢) CIS

3. When did the Nagorno Karabakh conflict begin¢
a) 1985 b) 1990 c) 1988

4. When was cease-fire agreement signed between Armenia and Azerbaijan¢
a) 1993 b) 1999 c) 1994
5. Who are the co-chairs of Minsk group of OSCE on the Nagorno Karabakh
conflict¢

a) Russia, Germany b) Russia , USA, France c) USA, Russia, Turkey

6. What was the number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Azerbaijan¢
2) 1,000,000 b) 700,000 ¢) 500,000

7. When was the Minsk group of OSCE created¢
a) 1996 b) 1992 c) 1994

8. What did the UN Security adopt as one as its resolutions in 1993¢
a) The withdrawal of Russian troops from the region
b) The withdrawal of Armenian troops from occupied regions of Azerbaijan

c) A cease-fire agreement

9. How many people were killed during the armed conflict period¢
a) 20 000 b) 30 000 c) 15 000
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BASQUE-SPAIN

Basque nationalism emerged in Spain during the Carlist wars (1833-1876), when the
reigning family was defeated and Basque privileges were withdrawn. In 1936, autonomous
status was given to the Basques during the Civil War in return for their support to
republicans against Franco's Nationalists. As a result of the repression, autonomy was
withdrawn and Basque language was forbidden. In 1959, ETA (Euskadi ta Askatasuna
means “Basque country and liberty”) was created. While the Nationalist Basque Party
accepted the idea of an autonomous status within Spain, ETA wants total independence
for the 7 Basques provinces (4 in Spain and 3 in France). ETA created a military front
and in 1968 the organisation started hostilities against the Spanish state with the
murder of a policeman. In 1973-1974, ETA divided into 2 distinct factions: the military
ETA and the political and military ETA. At that time ETA benefited from the people's
support (national as well as international) as it represented the fight against the
Franquist dictatorship. But the democracy obtained in 1975 and the autonomous status
of the Basque country adopted by referendum in 1979 did not put an end to acts of
violence. The early 1980s saw the creation of anti-terrorism groups (including GAL)
using terrorist means. In 1992, ETA was weakened by the arrest of its leaders. In June
1996 a truce was decided by ETA but in July an even stronger terror campaign started
again. From then on, a series of truces have been broken. Approximately 800 people
have died since the beginning of the hostilities in 1968.
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IBASQUE-SPAIN]

1. When was the ETA created?¢
a) 1898 b) 1959 c) 1977

2. What percentage of the Basque population do the radicals represent¢
a) 15% b) 45% c) 75%
3. What regional institutions does the autonomous Basque community have
at its disposal¢
a) Parliament, government, police, language, tax breaks
b) Parliament, government, language

c) Tax breaks

4. When was the Basque country internationally recognised¢
a) 1876 b) 1936 c) Never

5. How was the autonomous status for the Basque country reached in 1979¢
a) After a referendum

b) As a result of a mandatory law coming from the Spanish state
c) After a coup of ETA

6. What happened to ETA in 1992¢
a) It was victim of the first murderous attack of a GAL
b) ETA splits into 2 factions : military / political and military
c) Two main leaders of the organisation are arrested
7. What is the name of the main nationalist and activist group in the French
Basque country¢

a) Enbata b) Iparretarrak c) Gazteriak

8. How many people have died since the beginning of the struggle¢
a) 60 b) 800 ¢) 3100

9. How many Basque provinces are there¢

a) one b) 7 in Spain c) 4 in Spain, 3 in France






